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outcomes: the data
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The data elements

²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ƴƻǿ όŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿΧύΚ

ωWhat do the demographics look like?

ωWhat data do we have on outcomes for children with 
disabilities?

ωWhat do we know about regional differences or trends over 
time?

ωWhat data is specific to the theme?

What might we know in the future?

²Ƙŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ  ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ΨǳƴƪƴƻǿƴΩΚ

2



Children with disabilities: data sources

Robust, recent and publicly accessible data for the whole of England (or 
wider). This includes:

ωinformation published in DCSF Statistical First Releases and Statistical Volumes

ωdata from the Office of National Statistics (ONS), including Census data

ωdata from other Government offices, including the Home Office and Department of Health

ωdata published by NHS and other bodies

Information gathered from other national longitudinal datasets and the 
research publications based on these, including:

ωYouth Cohort Study 

ωEPPE (Effective Pre-school and Primary Education)

ωNESS (National Evaluation of Sure Start)

ωMCS (Millennium Cohort Study)

Relevant information, where possible, from other periodic or ad hoc
survey datasets, including:

ωLabour Force Survey

ωFamily Resources Survey

ωHousehold Survey for England etc.
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±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎΧ

ωthe Disability Discrimination Act(DDA). Used by 
DWP for LFS  and FRS but not DCSF (or 2001 
Census)

ωlimiting longstanding illness, disability or 
infirmity (LLSI), used in the 2001 Census. 

ωlongstanding illness, disability or infirmity (LSI). 

ωspecific impairmentsor on specific support needs 
(such as SEN)

Derived from, or based on: 
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ΧŀƴŘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ

ωuses LLSI without sub-classifications (not DDA)

Population Censusdata 

ωconfined to a classification of need using SEN variable (not 
DDA)  

DCSF administrative data -

ωvoluntary registration - and different criteria for registration 
between local authorities

[ƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ Řŀǘŀ
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Χ

ΧŀƴŘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ

ωLFS and the FRS are DDA related (and also use LLSI and/or LSI); the HSE, SEH and GHS 
are not

National cross-sectional surveys

ωissues as above - and suffer from attrition

Longitudinal panel studies

ωrelated to the codes from the International Classification of Diseases 2007 (ICD 10) WHO

Data collected by Primary Care Trusts

ωregistration can be voluntary, dependant on family circumstances or dependant on 
reporting by paediatricians (the UK Collaborative Cerebral Palsy Register) or other non-
familial source  

Ψ{ŜƴǘƛƴŜƭΩ Řŀǘŀ
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